CHAPTER    III
THE crushing effect of the shock of his heavy loss, com-
bined with the strain upon his nervous system result-
ing from his debauch, was that Rashleigh developed severe
brain fever. The landlord of the inn found him heavily
intoxicated and put him to bed in one of his rooms, first
taking his purse and deciding to apportion his charges
according to its contents.
It was not until the fourth week of his illness that Rash-
leigh recovered consciousness, and it was some days before
he was strong enough to take the air. On inquiring of the
landlord for his money, he was presented with a bill which,
with the surgeon's charges for visits and medicines,
amounted to over eighty-eight pounds, and the man de-
manded discharge of this bill immediately. As he held the
money, Rashleigh had no alternative but to settle the bill,
extortionate as he knew the charges to be. All that remained
to Rashleigh was the sum of seven pounds ten shillings
and eightpence, and the suit of clothes in which he stood.
Wasted in health and strength, preyed upon by remorse
and hopelessness, he determined to abandon his life of
crime and take up again his occupation as a legal copyist.
He left the inn for a small furnished apartment near the
Temple, and after a week's recuperation, visited an old
employer and asked for work. The lawyer received him in
a friendly way and promised that he would have some work
ready for him the next day, and Rashleigh made his way
back to his lodging with an easier mind than he had had
since he had first begun to utter spurious coins.
On his way home an incident occurred which made
mock of his good resolutions and committed him to a
terrible future. A man passing in the custody of a police
39